Common Core Reading Standards for Grade 2
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to
support what children are learning in the classroom.

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child
develop these skills?
• Ask my child questions about who, what, when, where, why,
and how, to see if he understands the story and to make him
think about what the author is saying
• Read and tell stories, fables, and folktales about different
cultures and talk about the lessons the story tells
• Talk about words and phrases that are used to supply rhythm
and meaning, such as beat, rhymes, repeating words, starting
words with the same letter…
• Ask my child whose point of view the story is coming from, and
how the story might be different if someone else were telling it
• Show my child how pictures, graphs, bold areas, and words in
boxes can help him better understand the story
• Ask my child to tell me what is different from and the same as in
the characters in different stories
• Read two versions of the same story and ask my child to tell me
how they are different and similar
• Help my child read some of the words in more difficult books

Common Core Reading Standards Foundational Skills Grade 2
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to
support what children are learning in the classroom.

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my
child develop these skills?
• Help my child recognize the difference between long and
short vowels in regularly used words
• Help my child know how vowel combinations sound and
are spelled
• Help my child identify and understand common and Latin
prefixes (beginnings, re‐, in‐, sub‐) and suffixes (endings –
‐ment, ‐tion)
• Practice reading words that are spelled differently but
can sound the same (read/red, threw/through)
• Help my child recognize common irregularly spelled
words (said, laugh)
• Allow my child to read to me often, the same book, so
that he sees how much he is improving as he rereads it
• Remind my child to reread when what he read doesn’t

Common Core Writing Standards Grade 2
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at
home to support what children are learning in the classroom.

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child
develop these skills?
• Help my child to give his opinion about a topic or book by
stating his opinion and giving a reason for his thinking. “My
favorite book is … because …”
• Help my child to write about a topic, supply some facts about
the topic, and find a way to close/end the narrative
• Help my child see that order is important in writing about a
story or happening, using a proper sequence of events
• Help my child to improve on her original writing by responding
to suggestions and adding details
• Help my child to use the computer, pens, crayons, paint, etc. to
produce and publish what he and others have written/drawn.
• Help my child to work with others to do simple research about
a given topic – and write and organize the facts they find
• Help my child to recall information about his own experiences,
or what he has read or researched, to answer questions

Speaking and Listening Standards Second Grade
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to
support what children are learning in the classroom.

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my
child develop these skills?
• Hold real conversations with my child, showing her how to
discuss calmly, listen to others, and respond or add to
what they are saying
• Allow my child opportunities to use technology to
participate in conversations (telephone, interactive
internet conversations like Skype and others)
• Ask my child to tell me in her own words what she has
read, heard, or viewed
• Encourage my child to ask questions to find out more
about a topic
• Help my child to tell stories about things that have
happened to her, adding descriptive details to help others
“see” the story
• Help my child to record herself telling stories and poems
so that she can hear how she sounds
• Frequently use complete sentences when I talk to my
child, and expect the same from her

Language Standards Grade 2
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at
home to support what children are learning in the classroom.
What does this mean and what can I do at home
to help my child develop these skills?
• Help my child to develop and use good
grammar skills when speaking or writing
o some words use ‐s or ‐es to become
plural, while others are irregular –
children, feet, teeth, fish, mice
o Reflexive pronouns (myself,
ourselves)
o Past tense of unusual words sit/sat,
tell/told, take/took
o Adjectives (modifying nouns) and
adverbs (modifying verbs)
• Rearrange sentences in other ways so they
still make sense
• Use capital letters where needed
• Use punctuation (periods, commas,
apostrophes)
• Understand how prefixes (un‐, re‐) and
suffixes (‐ment, ‐ion) change words
• Use compound words (birdhouse,
bookmark)
• Help my child use research materials
(dictionaries, glossaries, and computers)

